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THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM 


FlLLUW'GiUbUATIS AND FrIIND8» 

While feeling highly honoured by your invitation to 
address you this morning, I cannot but regret, both 
for your own sakes as well as for mine, that Mrs. 
Annie Resant is prevented by ui^nt public business 
from being here in my place. She would have 
addressed yon as I venture to think no one else can 
toniay address the growing manhood of India—both 
by reason of her genius and by reason of a political 
experience enjoyed by no other individual in this 
land. For, though it is true that some of our Indian 
loaders have worked longer in the Indian political 
field, and possess that insight bom of a kinship ho for* 
eigner can ever aspire to achieve, I think it will 
hardly bean exaggeration to say that in the intensity of 
horactivity Mrs. Itesant has amply made np for a shorter 
period of service in the Indian political nold as such ; 
while it is notorious that her antagonists make special 
c*apital out of the fact that to all intents and purposes 
she is an Indian, and thos a renegade from ner race. 
Moreover, ever since she was about the age of 
most of you who have just graduated, Mrs. Besant 
has been a leading pioneer in the strngglo for liberty 
in England, and has won, with her colleague Charles 
Bradlangh, many a victory for those who slaved 
despairingly nndor the despotism of relentless misery. 
She has striven for the down«trodden for almost half 
a centnr}', and now in India she still serves Freedom 
with a genius you and I* can bat admire with 



2 


envy and despair. That she should have been 
unable to occupy my place to^ay is our joint mis¬ 
fortune ; but the country’s service is paramount, 
and it is enouf^h to say that she has gone to 
Delhi to join in placing before Mr. Montagu India’s 
demands, so that India may be given freedom to be¬ 
come a Nation in fact as she is already a Nation in 
essence. 

I am conscious of a curious sense of responsibility, 
almost of awe, as 1 speak to those who, having 
successfully completed their University courses, are 
about to enter the outer world, to face its temptations 
and to master its teachiugs. The passing from youth 
to early manhood is ever a solemn moment, and 
specially is it so in India at such a time as the present. 
Under a natural system of growth, the various transi¬ 
tion stages in * the young citisen’s life, from homo 
to school, from school to college, from college to pro¬ 
fession and citizenship in the outer world, should be 
felt but as well-timed entries into ever-widening areas 
of activity and usefulness, each entry boing accom¬ 
panied by increased capacity and self-discipline, 
^e spirit of citizenship should have been dominant 
throughout, and the finished product of the National 
Blducation, the University graduate, should experience 
a reasonably self-confideut eagerness both to do bis 
duty to the smaller units of National life—the family, 
the village or town—as well as to begin a wider service 
for district, province, and, perhaps, even, in after years, 
for the country as a whole. Unfortunately, for causes 
into which it is needless to enter here, an Indian youth 
is not educated for citizenship, but rather that ho may 
accept with resignation, if not with equanimity, the 
footstool of the lowly at the seats of the mighty, llie 
words “ subordinate service’ are synonymous with 
the Indian branch of the service, and though here and 
there an Indian rises frem his habitual position, a 
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seat among the heaven>born U but symbolical of the 
exception which proves the role. 

As a result, I fear that I am for the most part 
addressing young men who have had little, if any, 
real training in the science of citizenship, and whose 
enthusiasm is in spite of their training and not 
because of it. Yon have not been given a chance 
to qualify even in the elementary principles of 
the science. Fortunately, however, as Mr. Lloyd 
tieorge once said, we are covering the work of 
centuries within the space of a few short years. 
Thus, though yon have received ’little training in 
citizenship, the circumstances and events of the past 
three years are making yon citizens in fact, for you 
are immediately called upon to shoulder serious and 
pressing responsibilities. The Universities of Hritain 
are depleteu that their young men may take up the 
duties of active citizenship in the outer world. Indian 
Universities have, I regret to say, not become thus de> 
pleted; but, just as your British, French, American, 
Italian, and, I hope, Russian, comrades, are tight* 
ing for Freedom on physical battlehelds, so are 
you, too, summoned to a moral battleheld—thereon 
to prove yourselves worthy of your Aryan stock. 

The death'knoll of autocracy has been sounded 
throughout the world. The New Age is upon us, 
and Nations must either die or reform. By a 
mighty effort Russia has wrenched herself from 
annihilation through a path of bloodshed for which 
the future will exact a stern retribution. Germany, 
Austria and Turkey still stand out, and the war 
continues. But their peoples are even now learn¬ 
ing that the must perfect autocracy—if based on selfish¬ 
ness—is doomed before the resistless spirit of demo¬ 
cracy and freedom. When the lesson is learned, the 
yoke of autocracy will be overthrown and the world 
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shall regain its peace. Chins is learning her lesson. 
Japan is treading her own pecoliar pathway, the end 
of which has yet to become clear; bat by joining the 
Allies this wonderful country undoubtedly seems 
to have ranged herself on the side of the new Demo* 
cracy. The course of India has been almost 
startlingly remarkable. To all appearances content 
to move at the mineral rate of growth, the year 1914, 
with the declaration of War, galvanised her into 
extraordinary activity. And the enthusiasm of 1914 
was not an official enthusiasm, it was heartfelt and 
sincere. India sensed the nature of the struggle, and her* 
self a democracy in spirit, though overlaid by centuries 
of despotism, she almost unconsciously sprang forward 
to take her place on the side to which, by her essential 
polity, she oelongod. The official, unaccustomed to 
look deep benesth the surface, labelled the enthusiasm 
as but proper gratitude, smiled complacently, and 
thought he could use just as much of it as he 
wanted and no more, that he could use it where 
he wanted it, and when ho wanted it. In effect, 
the official said: 'Madia is enthusiastic about me 
and my work, and, now that I am in danger, 
hurries to my support.” Never was greater mistake 
made. Do not misunderstand mo. India is grateful 
for her awakening. For over a century and a half, 
though the British Knew it not, that very spirit of free* 
dum, which is rightly their most treasured jewel, was 
calling insistently to India, the Mother of Freedom, to 
live again in the yonthful vitality of her Aryan offspring 
in the West. Then, in 1914, came the crisis*—Free¬ 
dom or Tyranny. Grateful was India for her hnndred 
and fifty years of contact with Britain, for perhaps 
almost as unconsciously to herself as to Britain—it 
was a preparation for the final choice. Hut India 
cannot be grateful for the gift of thatspiritof Freedom 
which has been hers from time immemorial, her children 
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bat taking of iU essence with them to their Western 
home, Aryan as they truly are in origin. The official world 
in India has never been able to understand, this, and 
was blind to the fact that India’s enthusiasm in 1014 
was in reality the reincarnation of her soul. Her 
enthusiasm was received as homage to a system, iu> 
stead of as the re*etnbodiment of the ancient Aryan 
birthright. Thus a magnificent opportunity was l(Mt—> 
the opportunity to say to India at the psychological 
moment of her awakening : ** We have helped you to 
your remembrance of yourself. I.*et ns new go for* 
ward hand in hand, free and equal, to achieve the 
triumph of our Aryan race, to establish the freedom 
of Nations, and so to win an enduring peace.” Had 
this been done, the War would long ago have ended in 
an overwhelming allied victory, for India would have 
given millions of her children where now there are 
but thousands. Yet, though received with almost 
extinguishing indifference, the newly re-awakened 
life-force could not be stayed, and tbe enthusiasm 
generated by the outbreak of War prepared the country 
to demand almost immediate Self-Government. The 
earlier stages had already been passed, thanks to the 
work of the Indian National Congress and, later, of 
the Muslim League. The year 1914 thus ushered in tbe 
final stage, and a peaceful struggle for Self-Govern¬ 
ment for India began to be wagea side by side with the 
terrible War for the Freedom of the world which is 
even now pursuing its appalling course. 

Awaiting you, then, fellow-graduates, is an arduous 
task, a task far more responsible than that which 
awaited your parents and guardians when they stood 
on the threshold of the period during which the old 
world was to pass through its death-throes. You are 
about to take your places in a struggle tbe result of 
which will give you freedom in a free country, 
and 1 wish, therefore, to lay before you a few 
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thoQ^bta which seem to me worthy of your con¬ 
sideration. 

For the moment, the battle for Home Rule is still 
goinf^ on. We have secured one or two notable 
victories. Bat, as you all know, the fight rages, 
and India sorely needs the reinforcement of those who, 
having completed the Brahmachari ashrama, are 
passing into the Grihastha ashrama, are entering the 
stage in which they become responsible for definite 
units in the National life, are householders and heads 
of families. 

The farther Dkarma now devolves upon yon more 
widely to spread the spirit of Freedom than was possi¬ 
ble while you were still living in the Brahmachari 
ashrama. Every 'service we render frees the object 
of service—of whatever kingdom of Nature—from 
something unreal, from some portion of the surround¬ 
ing maya, from an obstacle in the way, from some one 
or other of the limitations imposed upon the Spirit in 
these lower worlds that it may know of its essential 
Divinity. Thus service yields freedom to the measure 
of its power, and each one of ns must become, through 
service, an apostle of Freedom, not of that so-called 
Freedom which is but licentiousness and brutality, 
leading os back into a bonditge from which we 
escaped too soon, bnt of the Lil^rty to be masters of 
ourselves, rulers of onr thoughts, emotions and actions. 
In theory, though not in practice so far as regards 
India, a youth receives such education as shall enable 
him not only to develop and control his mind, but 
also to develop and control the emotions and the 
physical body. Participation in the corporate life of 
the school and college, the sense of responsibility for 
the school and college tone, reverence for the country’s 
past, devotion to her interests, an appreciation of 
the subordination of the part to the whole, a grasp of 



the fsct that the health—roental, moral and physical 
~of the larger unit depends npon the exertions of the 
individual—all these directly strengthen the will to 
direct its powers of mind, emotions and body to on> 
selBsh ends. Jn the Brachmachari stage you should 
have •acquired a reasonable discrimination—power 
to decide between the less useful and the more naeful, 
between the hannful and the helpful, and then to 
choose the better path as ^i^inst the innumerable 
paths leading no whither, ^ong which, one after 
another, your ill-oontrolled desires would drive yon. 
The man who is able to exercise intelligently a wise 
discrimination is truly free. 

A will so trained is, to the extent of its development, 
a free will. Its owner has discovered the secret of life 
and death, for he knows that all death is the death 
of some form of selBshoess—while self-sacriBce leads to 
everlasting life. It is the spirit of Freedom that we 
need to awaken in the hearts of the people, and our 
care must be to arouse the Freedom that is true, not 
the licence that masfjnerados as Liberty. 

Let ns then try to nndorstand the constituents of 
true Freedom, so that we may grow free and spread 
Freedom. A remarkable passage in Lord Haldane’s 
Vniverntt 60 and the Katumal lAfe is most illumina* 
live. He says: 

Only in the daily striving to reach them, imperfect 
as that striving may seem, are life and freedom aooom* 
plished facts. The particular and the universal are not 
aepamte existences. Kach is real only throngh the other. 
It is not in Nature, but as immanent in the self, finite as 
consoiousneM discloeea that self to be, that we find Ood ; 
and so it is that this great truth pervades every relation 
of life. ** He who wonld accomplish anything most limit 
himself.” The man who would lead others roust himself 
be capable of renoonciitg. Not in some world apart, but 
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her* and now, in tha dntj, howaver humble, that lies 
nearest as, is the realisation of the higher self—'the self 
that tends God-ward—to be sought. And this carries 
with it Homething more. To succeed is to throw one's whole 
strength into work; and if the work muMt alwajs and 
eyerjwhere inyoWo the passage through *the portal of re¬ 
nunciation, be special and even contracted, then the onW 
life that for os human heines can be perfect is the life 
that is (Mi€at«d. I moan bj the expression a *' dedicated 
life " one that is with all its strength concentrated on 
a high purpose. Such a life maj not seem to him who 
looks on ool; from the outside to comprise ev^ ffood. 
The purpose, though high, ma/be restricted. The end 
maj never 1 m attained. Vet the man is great, for the 
quiUit^ of bis striving is great. ** Ltofty designs must 
eloM m like effects." 

The first duty of life is to seek to comprehend clearly 
what our strength will let ns aocomplish, and then to do 
it with all our might. This may not, regarded from the 
outside, appear to the spectator to be the greatest of 
possible careers, but the ideal career is the one in which 
we can be greatest according to the limits of our capacity. 
A life into which our whole strength is thrown, in which 
we look neither to the right nor to the left, if to do so 
is to ioee sight of duty—such a life is a dedicated life. 
The forms may be manifold. The lives of all great men 
have been dedicated ; singlmioss of purpose has dominated 
them throughout. 

Thus it was with the lifeofa Socrates, a Spinoza, or a 
Newton; thus with the lives of men of action HUchasCsMar 
and Cromwell and Napoleon. We may well see tbeir 
limits ; theirs was the sphere of what-is human, the finite. 
But they concentrated on the accomplishment of a clearly 
oonceiv^ purpose, and worked with their whole strength, 
and the greatest of them threw that strength into the 
striving after what was noblest. They may have perished 
before their end appeared accomplished in time, snd yet 
they hsve succeeded. The quality of their work lay in 
the very striving itself. The end, a profound modem 
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thinker tells os in e ffreet pesssf^, does not wsit to be 
scoomplished ; it is always accomplishing itself. *' In our 
finite human life we nerer realise or see that the end baa 
in truth been reached. The completion of the iudnite 
purpose is thus only the process of remoring the illusion 
that it is not accomplished. The good, the absolute good, 
is eternally woi^ng itself out in the world, and the result 
is that it is already there in its perfection, and does not 
need to wait for us.” 

Lord Haldane's Brst thought, as we aee, is that, for 
true freedom, there most be the spirit of renuncia* 
tion in the duty that is nearest to us, the subordinat* 
ing of our own interests to the needs of others. 
To awaken the spirit of Freedom within ns, we 
mast direet ourselves of the shackles of selfish* 
ness and personal desire. In saying this I am not 
onmindful of the vaine of ambition, oven though at 
first it be for personal ends; but we roust become the 
masters of oar ambitions, not their slaves. In the 
crtsia throngh which India is now passing, though 
personal ambition hus a definite value in giving 
vigour to the indtvidnal life, the ambition 
most serviceable to her is the ambition fwrfectly 
to do our duty in the sphere to which, for the time 
being, we belong. Snch an ambition is of the dedi¬ 
cated life of which Lord Haldane speaks, and 1 would 
ask yon all to regard yourselves in a special sense as 
dedicated to the Motherland's service. This does not 
mean the giving up of family or profession, but living 
in the family, working in the profession, '* as unto the 
Ix>rd and not cnto men Yonr daily life is to be 
lived to the greator glory of yonr country and though 
you may be unable to gauge the effect upon the country 
as a whole, or even upon your surroundings, of a clean, 
pure, strenuous, unselfish life, your studiea—whether 
scientific or literary—should have convinced you that 
as the individual so the Slate; as the cell, so the body. 

8 
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A health/ cell is free, and healthy cells mean 
a free body—free to grow to its own fall measure, 
harmonioQsly to its snrronndings. ** To be free,” says 
Milton, ” is the same thing as to be pions, to be wise, 
to be fmiral and abstinent, to be temperate and 
great, and^astly, to be magnanimons and brave ; and 
to be the opposite of these, is to be a slave.” 

“ What more oft in Nations grown corrnpt 
Than to love bondage more than liberty, 

Bondage with ease than strenuous liberty t” 

Yonr first act of dedication, tben,‘Jies in. the endeav¬ 
our to live a clean and helpful life in your immediate 
surroundings. It is, of course, bard work. Familiarity 
breeds contempt, and your moat unselfish efforts are 
often unheeded, or even misunderstood and depreciated. 
So they should be, my friends, if you are in training for 
leadership and unwavering service. 'Fhetrue leader is 
not all the time wondering as to what people are think¬ 
ing about him. He is grateful for approval if it comes to 
him. 1 f it does not, be works without it, conscious that, 
in the long run, truth will prevail, if indeed he possesses 
it. We begin to apply one of the essential qualities 
of leadership when, being misunderstood, we still 
pursue our course unchecked by the disappointment we 
naturally feel. Therefore, begin the service of the State 
at home, and in your immediate smToundings, doing 
the best you can, persevering through all discourage¬ 
ment. Thus do you assert your own soul’s Freedom, 
and BO add volume to the Fre^om of yonr Motherland. 

Yon may have noticed that Lord Haldane points 
out that the spirit or motive matters more than the 
act; acts may be of many types and kinds, but service 
must be the single motive. Diversity, in fact, is an 
essentia] constitutent of strength, and that some of 
yon are graduates in law, some in medicine, some 
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in science, others in literatuie, end some, 1 hope, 
in teaching, is of good augury for your future 
building. Give of your beet—that is the ideal. 
Discover how your attainments may become service* 
able in your immediate surroundings, and use them as 
much in the freedom of service as under the constraint 
of employing them in the professions for which they 
have trained you. You must not make money the 
only key to open the doors of your energies. The 
master key is the need of others, and to that key your 
looks must ever respond. 

Having received the stamp of efficiency from yoar 
University, it is, however, not enough to of service 
individually and independently in your immediate 
Burronndings. Yon roust become privates in the army 
of pioneers which is winning for India that Freedom 
through which she shall become once more herself. 
You your selves are as yet untrained for the Higher 
Command, to nse an Army phrase, though you may 
well be useful officers among those less educated than 
yottrselves. But one service to the country yon should 
indeed render. You should at least give strength and 
power to those who, by wisdom, experience and 
suffering, have become so free from limitations as 
to be able to serve the Nation as a whole. I do not 
think any service is at present more valuable than that 
of undincbingly and oontinuously supporting your 
chosen leaders. Mr. Gokhale once said that when he 
moved forward he never could tell whether anybody 
was following him. And that might have been 
as true to*day-~bat for the War—as it was when 
Mr. Gokhale said it. It is easy enough, of course, 
when the leader simply voices your own hopes and 
fears—when he acts as the mouthpiece of the crowd. 
But the duty of the leader is to create and to lead, 
not merely to express and repeat; and it is when the 
leader points out a course of action personally 
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distMteful to ^oa that the criaia arises. Now the 
formala for service in this direction is, I suggest: 

1. To meditate on the choice of a leader, 

2. To choose him, and then 

3. To follow him. 

As I offer this formala, I fancy I can hear some of 
joa say to yonrselveil: '* Rat we do not want a leader, 
why shonld we, then, meditate on, choose, and follow 
one?** ( certain temperaments seem to 

thrive better without conscious guidance, at least from 
individuals, though none, I venture to declare, may 
escape the guidance of God. But may we not agree 
there are limes when even the most so>callod " in« 
dependent ** people most combine to defeat and crush 
some menaciug danger ? And is not the present such a 
time T If so, 1 hope I shall not beaccused of advocating 
blind obedience when I state that we mast all submit 
ourselves to leadership, at least until the present crisis 
it passed. In tbe^hrst place, I suggest that if the 
leader is wisely chosen, to follow him will be illumina¬ 
tive rather than restrictive, while, in the second place, 
nnder present circumslances,al>8enoc of discipline means 
disaster, as the coarse of the War, notably with regard 
to Kussia, haa so completely demonstrate. Such ex¬ 
perience as I have had in India—now extending over 
about .fifteen years—has shown me the great need 
for disciplined co-operation among those who share the 
common (xirpoee of becomingactive and efficient citiaens 
of the country. A few years ago there was no National 
party in India. The All-India Muslim I^eague engaged 
in but littlepublioactivity, whilethesaying is notorions 
that three or four days of activity in December put 
the National Congress to sleep for the re.^tof the year. 
1 do not forget the existence of religious societiee suoh 
as the Arya and Braiimo Baroajss these undoubtedly 
had, and still possess, a considerable amount of 
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effectiTe cohesion. Bnt their nsefalness wm, and is, 
confined to special areas, and there was certainly no 
genera) forward movement throa^faont the'land. To¬ 
day there is. Whether we cal! ourselves Home Rulers 
or not, we are all pro^pwssives; all true Indians 
belong to the progressive party, no matter what 
section of the party wins their fullest sympathy. 
You too belong to that party, and not only have yon 
to work for it, by exhibiting in your daily lives a 
practical oitieenship, but it is your duty also to support 
it and its leaders almost unreservedly. 1 am not here 
concerned with the exact measure of time you may in¬ 
dividually consider as needing to elapse before India 
wins complete autonomy. Some may be in favour 
of something more drastic even than the Congress- 
[jeagne Scheme, others may take their stand on 
that Scheme itself, yet others may deem it some 
what, thoogh not altogether, premature. According to 
yonr views will you choose your leaders—to give ex¬ 
amples would bo far too dangerous a task for me to 
attempt; but, fur India's sake, choose, and, having 
chosen, support yonr choice op to the last possible 
moment. 

Before choosing, yon may weigh in your mind, if 
such be yonr temperament, the value of the work 
already done by him or her whom yon would make 
your leader. Yon may consider the relative pr<»por- 
tion of example to precept. You may consider purity 
of motive. You may consider a hundred-and-one 
things, if such be your temperament. On the other 
hand, yon may, as 1 did, recognise yonr lt«der 
at a glance. Such a choice is the choice of the 
intoitioa, not of the reasoning faculty. Our enemies 
call this the choice of impulse, the choice of an un¬ 
balanced character. I^et them call the choice by 
whatsoever epithet they will, so that the choice satieties 
the choosers. But then, having chosen, let me repeat, 
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be firm in your support. Your leader may not atwaya 
take the coarse which commends itaolf to your jadg* 
ment. Vonr leader will even sometimes act, as you 
may be iuclined to think, prejudicially to the cause. 
If he be a true Iwder, part of his work of leadership 
consists in leading you from the known to the un¬ 
known, guiding yon in unfamiliar fields of activity 
with regard to which your judgment has little or no 
experience to rely upon, lienee, ignorance may 
m^e yon doubt. You may prefer the ease of 
the known to the apparent dangers of the unknown. 
When the doubt comes, remember that your choice 
was either the expression of the intuition—>the 
higher, formless reason—or based on careful estima¬ 
tion, formal reasoning, and that in any case yon chose 
your leader partly because of his or her superior 
powerof devotion,of self-sacrifioe andof wise guidance. 
Your leader knows what you know and very much 
more besides, and it is this ‘*very much morebMides'^ 
that is probably at the root of an action you condemn 
because possibly yon do not understand. 

I do not suggest that obedience should extend to dis¬ 
regard of conscience, for 1 fully realise that in the last re¬ 
sort a roan’s own conscience, not necessarily, however, 
his judgment, must be the final arbiter. But we often 
put to the debit of conscience that which should be 
credited to impulse aud to uninstruoted feeling. Most 
people take public opinion, or the views of their 
friends, aa substitutes for conscience. It is con¬ 
venient to be saved bother by using consciences ready¬ 
made, and, provided the ready-made conscience be 
that of ease-loving friends, we are not likely to be 
much inconvenienced by iU exhortations. But in 
critical times we must be prepared to surrender 
our judgments, not our aonsciences, to the wis¬ 
dom of those who have given proofs of capaci¬ 
ties superior to our own; and we should give way to 
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them m everything save in matters of clearly-perceiv¬ 
ed principle. Even liberty-loving Britain recognises 
at the present ianctore the ne^ for a temporary 
dictatorship-—either of the one or of a few—and in 
India we most similarly recognise that the shortest 
road to Home Kale is to give anflinohing support to, 
and to place unquestioning trust in, those whom we ac¬ 
knowledge as our leaders. W’hen the battle has been 
won, it will be time enough to express our individuali¬ 
ties to the full, for then the need will be for the utmost 
diversity of view-point for the sake of the perfect 
whole. In the meantime, we should do well to use the 
very diversities that divide ns to make the essential 
unity unassailable by resMon of its being thus protect¬ 
ed at every point. This is why the most varied 
opinions are to be welcomed, provided each offers 
complete subordination to the needs of the Movement 
as a whole. The various shades of opiniou—religious, 
social, political—united under the Home Knie dag 
give the movement balance and an all-round develop¬ 
ment, while ensuring that all interests shall receive 
due and adequate attention. But, in rejoicing over the 
diversities, we must not imperil the essential Unity— 
the one life of all true causes. Inspire yourselves, then, 
with the freedom to follow your leaders to the very 
end, sternly watchful lest, in slavery to your smaller 
selves, you sink back into the bondage of ignorance 
when you might, for the time being, live and act by 
the strength of a wisdom deeper than your own. 

This brings me to the second fact I would urge upon 
yonr attention—the need for strong and purposeful 
enthusiasm. Here again, I am counselling that which, 
in my opinion, should have been achieved in school 
and college. To every one of you the school and 
college should have given a hero and an enthusiasm. 
Heroes of the past and heroes of the present should 
have surrounded you, and some ideal appropriate to 
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yoar anderetending thould bare po Mo a oo d yoo. It 
DM not beep bo, 1 know, and therefore is it that I 
draw yoar attention to a quality of oitisensbip which 
needs the most careful training if it it to become an 
expretNiion of troe freedom. 

1 have used the words ** strong and purposeful ” to 
qualify the term enthusiasm ", for, in these days, 
troe enthusiasm is far rarer than some people 
would think, who falsely judge that the cheers of the 
crowd are signs of its intelligent and unfaltering 
understanding. The attitude of crowds may be a rough 
criterion of the temper of the people, but is generally 
entirely undependable save for immediate action. 1 
call to mind the enthusiasm with which a resolu¬ 
tion was carried by a crowd in this very hall, with re¬ 
ference to the opening of a subscription list in support 
of the legal defence of Messrs. Muhammad and 
Sbaokat Ali. It would be interesting to know what 
percentage of that audience will actually subscribe. 
Had a list been drawn up on the spot, many 
promises might have been gained, and fewer dona¬ 
tions. But onoe let the psychological moment pass, 
and the contagion of the example of one or two no 
longer plays upon the resL I do not for a moment 
mean to assert that there was no sympathy with oar 
interned Muslim brothers. On the contrary, there 
doubtless whs even enthusiasmj but it remains to be seen 
whether it possesses the qualities of strength and 
purposefulness. 1 do not regard anjr enthusiasm as 
worth the name unless it is both strong and purpose- 
fnl, and, therefore, unuaeuchable. Such kind 
of enthusiasm released Mrs. Besaut, Mr. Wadia, 
and myself. The spread of such enthusiasm 
is going to win Home Rule for India, and yours 
is the task of training yourselves day by day to 
generate that force of true enthusiasm which is the 
nearest approach we humaus possess to the irresistible. 



17 


Let me explain a little more definitelr what I mean 
by strong and pnrposefal enthusiasm, (''irst) strength. 
Here I renture to quote a couple of verses from 
Meredith, which will indicate to you the kind of 
strength 1 mean: 

Dreading [onr foe] we do him wrong; 

For fears discolonr, fears invite. 

Like him, oor task is to be strong; 

Unlike him claiming not by might 

To snatch an envied treasure as a right. 

' Again; 

Ijo! strength is of the plain root*virtues bom. 

Strength shall ye gain by sen*ice, prove in scorn, 

Train by endurance, by devotion shape. 

Strength is not won by miracle or rape. 

It is the offspring of the modest years, 

The gift of sire to son, throogh (hose firm laws 

Whi^ we name Gods: which are the righteoos 
cause, 

The canse of roan and manhood's ministers. 

I can think of no better definition of that strength 
which is quiet and dignified persistenoe than 
in the two lines which tell ns that service, contempt, 
endurance^ devotion, are the means whereby strength 
is shaped and tempered. Perhaps, of all the various 
enemies of strong proserverance, scorn is one of the 
most deadly. The terror of public opinion—whether it 
is public opinion in the family, public opinion in the 
uiarket*place, public opinion in the press—is often 
so great that people are thankful to withdraw from 
a position which requires too much independence for 
its maintenance. The dangerous word “ compromise ** 
creeps in as an excuse for inactivity, and the 
unfortunate individual sinks into somnolent mem* 
borship cl that vast army of persons who range 
themselves under the banner of orthodoxy and 
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eonyentionality. People excuse themselyes by dilatin? 
on the need for coraproroise, and a policy of giye and 
take must doobtless be exercised in publio affairs. 
But I would draw your attention to Lord Morley's 
dictum in which a truth of the first importance has 
been enshrined. He says in his admirable Tolumo on 
Compromwe: 

It is legitimate compromise tossy I do not expect 

yon to execute this improrement, or to snrrender that 
prejudice in my time. Hut at any rate it shall not be my 
•)anlt if the improrement remains unknown or rejected. 
There shall be one man at least who has surrendei^ tho 
prejudice, and who does not hide that fact.*' It is 
lUegitmate compromise to say :—** I cannot persuade you 
to accept my truth ; therefore 1 will pretend to accept 
your falsehood." 

As Lord Morley elsewhere points out, it is important 
to remember that ** the fact of a new idea haring 
come to one man is a sign that it is in tho air," and 
the realisation of this should gire the individual 
strength tocontend evenagainstamultitude. Changes 
and reforms in the first instance are *' initiated by 
individuals or very small groups of individuals," and 
history makes clear to ns the fact that upon tho in¬ 
dividual or a little group of individuals does the 
advance of a commnnity depend. It is only if you 
are strong enough to be in a minority for tho time 
being, even to be by yourself alone, that you will gain 
the strength to make a cause, which at the outset 
must needs be unpopular—it is the law of Nature, 
finally become the cry of the people. You must have 
the courage to speak "as a voice crying in tho 
wilderness" if yon would some day be listened to 
gladly. Silence is at the ontset to the easiest coarse, 
]U8t as, when the cause has triumphed, loud-voiced 
approval hurries to poy its unnecessary tribute. But, 
when there is a message to be delivered to the Nation, 
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silence becomes troechery on the -part of him who 
maintains it. ** If ” says Lord Morley, ** in a spirit of 
modesty which is often genuine, though it is often 
only a veil for love of ease, he asks why he rather than 
another should speak, why he before others should 
refuse compliance and abstain from conformity, the 
answer is that though the many are ultimately mov^, it 
is always one who is first to leave the old encampment.^’ 
I venture to quote Lord Morley once more : 

The exploit in which no one will venture to go first, 
remains unachieved. Ton wait until there are enough 

E srsnns agreeing with you to form an effective party . 

ut how are the members of the band to know one 
another, if all are to keep their dissent from the old, and 
their adherence to the new, rigorously private P And bow 
many members constitute the innovating band an effective 
force! When one*half of the attendants at a church are 
unbelievers, will that warrant ns in ceasing to attend, or 
shall we tarry until the dissemblers number two^thirds P 
Conceive the additions which your caution has made to 
the moral iut^rity of the community in the meantime. 
Measure the enormous hindrance that will have been 

S laced in the way of truth and improvement, a hen the 
ay at last arrives on which you and your two^thirds take 
heart to say that falsehood and abuse have now reached 
their final term, and must at length be swept away into 
the outer darkness. Consider how mnch more terrible 
the shock of change will be when it does come, and bow 
mnch less able will men be to meet it. and to emerge 
Buocossfttlly from it.” 

And if the beginnings seem difficult and lonely, 
perhaps the following words from John Stuart Mill 
may give you courage : 

The real advanta^ which truth has consists in this, 
that when an opinion is true it may beextingnished onoe, 
twice, or many times, but in the course of sges there will 
generally be found persons to rediscover it, until some 
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on« of ito rMppearfttKM f^Ila on ft time when from 
fftvourftble circuinstancee it escnpes perneoation nntil it 
hftii mfttU Aoch hftftd fts to escape itU subsequent attempts 
to suppress it. 

But an exhortation to courage is needless for 
those who poesess the spirit so magnificently de- 
scribed in the following passage from Mrs. Besant’s 
Autobiography : 

Plenty of people wish well to any good cause, but 
very few care to exert themselves ito help it, and still 
fewer will risk an^'thing in its support. ** Some one 
ought to do it, but why should I h '* is the ever re*echoed 
phrase of weak-kneed amiability. ** Some one ought to 
do it, eo why not 11' is the cry of some earnest servant 
of man. eagerly forward springing to face some perilous 
duty. Iletweeu these two sentences lie whole centuries 
of moral evolution. 

I said that enthusiasm must be purpoeefnl. By this 
I mean that there must be an inner conviction, resnlt- 
ing in continuous and persistent action, as to the truth 
of the cause for which we stand. No activity is pur« 
poseful in the truest sense of the word nnless it seeks 
unceasingly to further the accomplishment of God's 
plan fur men, which we call evolution. The study of 
nistory, of physiography, of mathematics, of science— 
indeed, tlie study of any branch of knowledge, human 
oY Divine—should- have - convinced you as to the 
purposefulness of nature, as to the existence of a 
Divine plan and of a hand Divinely guiding. It should 
have been your task in school and college to learn 
something of the manifestations of this plan, something 
of the basic principles by which we live. To this end 
1 would recommend to your study Bhagavan Das's work 
on The Science of Social Orgunuation —an admira¬ 
ble survey of the organisation of the social order as 
described in the Ancient Scriptures. Each age, doubt- 
leas, works out its owu aspect of the Great Plan, and 
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A Bjstem sQttable at one period maj not be naitable at 
another, but I cannot help feeling that in the Code of 
Manu eternal principles are laid down, and, so far as 
my own activities are concerned, especially in my' 
teaching work, I base my organisation and guide my 
stndents npon snch understanding as I possess of 
the ancient precepts. The cause of Home Rule, 
as 1 see it, is a working out of God's plan for India 
and for the Empire. I do not dare to say that our 
interpretations of the Plan are accurate, but I do main¬ 
tain that, for many of ns, the Home Rnle movement is 
a spiritnal movement, however much the forms we make 
provide but poor habitations for the inpouring life. 
Purposefulness, then, means to me a conscious and 
sustained effort to interpret and co-operate with the 
Divine plan, the general principle being tliat to protect 
the weak, teach the ignorant, defend the oppressed, are 
the best ways in which we may use such powers 
aa we possesa. 1 conceive that the best offering I can 
make to my surroundings is to arouse, and to help to 
maintain, the courage necessary to face, endure, and 
maybe conquer, the troubles and difficulties by master¬ 
ing which the soul learns of its Divinity. Purpoec- 
f ulness begins, no doubt, with the needs of the smaller 
self, but stage by stage it gains in puri6cation, until 
at last God's purpose becomes known and begins to 
be manifested perfectly. 

I have left to the last a word lor two on enthusiasm 
itself^literally, possession by the Divine Spirit. Un¬ 
fortunately, the word has become degraded through 
aaeociation with ill-disciplined and unstable emotional 
excitement, and an enthusiast is by many regarded 
with no little contempt. The difficulty lies in the 
fact that in the early stages the so-called enthusiast 
is possessed by his emotions instead of dominating 
them by will. There is no more valuable quality than 
the capacity to express emotioD, and to arouse it in 
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others^ but in its infancy the quality sometimes seems to 
be harmful and weakening rather than helpful and 
strengthening. The stage of want of control should 
have been partly passed during college life, where 
there are elders especially trained, at least in theory, 
to guide the emotions of their pupils as well as the 
mind and the body. As things are the young Indian 
citizen passM into the wider citizenship before he has 
received adequate training, and starts in the outer 
world severely handicapp^. But, as I have already 
said, the work of centuries is being compressed within 
the space of years, and, plunged as you now are into the 
storm of an almost unprecedented strife, yon rapidly 
learn some of life’s most pressing lesson»>-^ongb, as 
1 know well, the process is both hard and wearying. 

To quote an author whose name I do not recollect, 
in the midst of true enthusiasm the individual should 
feel as if he stood upon the Mount of Vision feeling the 
Eternal round about him. There is a sense of power 
and insight about true enthusiasm which carries with it 
all the endurance necessary to overcome those obstacles 
every force automatically arouses against itself. 
The true enthusiast lives in the Eternal, his soul in¬ 
spired by the vision of the goal. Your own activities, 
my friends, should partake of such enthusiasm. The 
Eternal is as much in the little things of life as in 
God’s grandest works, and in daily life are God’s 
purposes continually to be fulfilled. And can you not, 
seeing in the Eternal a vision of a free and happy 
India, so order your lives that even sorrows and 
hardships shall not quench the ardour of yonrsearch for 
her Freedom through her Service? The idea of India 
—a Nation, should indeed arouse you to strong and 
purposeful enthnaiasio—to be manifested as much in 
the daily duty of earning, helping, studying, playing, 
as through speech or pen. Kemember, to use Hubert 
Louis Stevenson’s phrase, that the soul baa 



** ita fixed deaign of righteooanese/’ and joo 
will allow yoar son! to have it* entbu8ja«m8, to 
receive ito Divine inipirations, whether humble or 
exalted, yoo eliHll know, the “ po®c® that 
anderstanding,” the happinees of thoM who trnet 
completely in the love of God. M*y I* i® conclnsion, 
put in contrast two exquisite poem* which sum np t«« 
substance of that which I have been trying to **7 ^ 
you r The first deecnbes the need for eervic«, “a w 
by that great poet William Morris, who so wonaertally 
embodi^ in his life the saying that “ poets are t e nn» 
acknowledged legislators of the world Enthusiasm 
for service, the longing to grow in freedom, nre pas¬ 
sionately evoked in the following poem—a* fne o • 
India as of the England it describes: 

Hark tba March wind again of a p«)pl. «‘«UiD» 

Of th« Ufa that thej li« ‘k'". “ 
and grim. 

That if we and onr lore amidst them b»d b«n 
dwelling 

My fondness had faltered, thy beauty grown 
dim. 

This land we have loved in our love and our leisure 

For them hangs in heaven, high out of their 
reach; 

The wide hUU o’er the eon-plain for them oo 
pleasure, 

The grey homee of their fathere no story to 
teach. 

The eingert hare snng and the hnildera hare 
bnilded. 

The psuntere hare faehioned their talee of 
delight; 
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For wbftt And for whom hftih the world's book been' 
gilded, , 

When all is for these bat the blackness of 
night? 


How long, and for what is their patience abiding ? 

How oft and how oft shall their storjr be told P 
While the hope that none seeketh in darkness is 
hiding. 

And in grief and in sorrow the world groweth 
old? 


And here is the way ont of the darkn^, the Free¬ 
dom which is perfect Service, the true expression of 
strong and pnrposefnl enthosiasm, the ideal towards 
which all tme leaders strive, the goal for os all: 

For when the ear heard me then it blessed me ; 
And when the eye saw me, it gave witness ante me; 
Becanse I delivered the poor that cried. 

The ^tberless also, that had none to help him. 

The blessing of him that was rrady to perish <»me 
npon me; 

And I oans^ the widow's h^rt to sing for joy. 

I pat on rigbteonsnees, and it clothed me; 

Hy jnstioe was as a robe and a diadem. 

I was eyes to Che blind. 

And feet was I to the Irae. 

I was father to the needy: 

And the cause of him I knew not I searched oat. 
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